THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMANDMENT JuLy 13, 2015

Introduction

The goal of this lesson is to help you share the most important commandment of all from Mark 12:28-34:
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” This is a very important passage in our
faith, and it provides both point of contact and contrast with other faiths. The passage, which quotes
Deuteronomy 6:4, is also a sort of equivalent to the profession of faith in other religions. If someone asks
for your profession of faith—and if you haven’t got the Nicene Creed memorized—you could do worse
than to quote this passage.

You can listen to an audio recording of this passage.ﬂ This passage starts at time 5:08 and continues
through 6:28. The audio version has > s>= 3L [mulajan-¢ jehud] instead of ;2> (slede. It also has & ;48
> s> [qudrat-¢ xud] instead of > s> %8,

Process

1. Read the passage. Focus on the command itself (in bold).
2. Check that you understand the words and grammar

3. Role-play sharing this verse with a friend

For the role play, you could begin by asking your “friend” what the most important command in their
religion is. They can then reciprocate by asking you the same question. This doesn’t need to be ultra-
realistic. Just practice making the transition.

If you're able to read Dari, or learning to read Dari, you can work from the Dari alphabet version. The
back side of this sheet has an interlinear version, with pronunciations and glosses. Otherwise, there is a
phonetic transcription of the parable below. The phonetic version aims for a more spoken pronunciation
and word choice. (The [h] has been left in; drop them as your dialect requires.)

! Available at: http://www.afghanbibles.org/. At the time of publication, the MP3 version could be found here: http:
//audio.sadayezindagi.com/audio/voice/DDB/Mark12.mp3
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farman-¢ bozorg

jeke az vlemaje din ke gap-¢ una-ra gof kard o famid ke isa dgawabe xub ba una dada, pef amad o pursid:
“muhemtarin hukme farjat kvdam-as?” isa dzawab dad: “awal in as: aj esrajil guf ko, xodawand, xudaje
ma, xudawand jakta-s, o xudawand, xudaje xod-a hamraje kol-e del o kule d3an o kul-¢ zehn o kol-¢
quwate xud dust dar. o dowume in as: hamsajet-a mesle xud muhabat ko. hetf hukm-e buzurgtar az
in du wud3ud nadara.” u faxs ba u guft: “aj vstad, durust-as, haqiqat-a goufti— xuda jeki-s o ba dzvuze u
xudaje nest o dust daftane u hamraje kul-¢ del o kul-e aql o kul-e qudrat o dust daftan-e hamsaja mesl-¢
xud az hama-je hedaja-je suxtani o qurbani-ha balatar as.” waxt-e isa did ke dzawab-e aqelana dada, ba u
guft: “tu az padfahi-je xuda dur nesti.” bad az u digar kase d3zur?at namekad az isa sawale kuna.
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Sp e s s L T Cow S s lle S
burd paj wa fenid ra an-ha bahs-¢ ke din vulema-je  az jek-e
carry.PST tendon and hear.pST DEF that-PL discussion-EZ that religion scholar-Ez from one-INDEF

—

» u\:«-wﬁ 9 el Lf;"::’ (S| ol Lde LY L;“& u‘? W ny
pursid wa amad pef  ast dad-a an-ha ba Ali dzawab-e  isa ke
ask.psT and come.PST front is give.PST-PART that-PL to excellent answer-EzZ Jesus that

ast kodam farjat hukm-¢ muhem-tarin

is which law command-EZ important-SUPER
ke This word (which is Ldle—the (¢ is an ezafa) is the plural of vﬂ& [alem].

QS y o2 As you might have guessed (3 & is an idiom. It means ‘to trace’ or ‘to discover’. & can
mean either ‘tendon’, or figuratively ‘track, trace’. It’s probably best to memorize this one rather
than trying to make sense of it!

xudawand-¢ ma xuda-je xodawand be-fnaw esrajil aj ast in awal dad dzawab  isa
Lord-EZ 1P God-EZ Lord suBJ-hear Israel O! is this first give.PST answer Jesus
ol S

ast jakta

is single

9 u.h.) (L«S 9 ‘_)L>- (Lo:v 9 Ja (L«S L: b S 9> LS"'\’" 4433‘.'\5- 9
wa zehn tamam-¢ wa d3zan tamam-¢ wa del tamam-¢ ba ra xud xuda-je xudawand wa
and mind all-Ez and body  all-Ez and heart  all-Ez with DEF own God-EZ Lord and

. )L,b Cow 95 S }>- Qﬁ CL«::
be-dar dust xud quwat-¢ tamam-¢
SuBJ-have friend own strong-EzZ  all-Ez

Lsg.<>- @A L Cooen in- Lile b C)‘Aiw el d‘ (aj.: 9
hukm-e het| nema muhabat xud manand-e ra ham-saja-jet ast in dowum-¢ wa
command-REL none do love own like-EZ DEF also-shade-2s is this second-EzZ and

«.3,1L Se9 93 w‘ B JS?)J;
na-dar-ad wud3zud du in az buzurg-tar
NEG-have-3s existence two this from big-comp

4 luwod This word can of course also be translated simply as ‘neighbor’.

Sl é fus- _LS"}‘J'Q b C_,«.E.:.E:- ol CA-HU)J bl LS‘ » C,-Rf ‘5‘ 4 u,a.ﬁ-.;u QT
ast jek-i xuda farmud-i ra haqiqat ast durust ustad aj guft uba faxs an
is one-ADJ God declare.PST-2S DEF truth is correct teacher O! say.PST 3S to person that
nest xuda-je u dzuz-¢ ba wa

is.not God-REL 3S apart.from-EZ to and
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Q)-L; CLQ:’ 9 J.;.G CLQ:’ 9 Jda @Lﬁ b.‘g‘ O:ufb‘.\ w9 9
qudrat tamam-¢ wa aql tamam-¢ wa del tamam-ije ba u daft-an-e  dust wa

power all-ez and mind all-Ez and heart all-NOM-Ez with 3s have.PST-INF-EZ friend and

9 ‘5..'1>-y Lg\.:‘v\.h i J\ 3}5- J;A O laar u.’l.&‘.) Cw 9d 9

-

wa suxt-an-i hedaja-je hama-je = az xud mesl-e ham-saja daft-an-e  dust wa
and burn.PST-INF-ADJ gifts-Ez  all-EzZ from own like-EZ also-shade have.PST-INF-EZ friend and

s JSYL Lagb 3
ast bala-tar qurban-i-ha
is above-COMP sacrifice-NOM-PL

SLIwad This word (which is Liaa—the (¢ is an ezafa) is the plural of 4 [hedija].

)‘ }3 » IJ}GJ:Q )‘ @ s oaly  aMsle A.S"‘ﬁ} ny Qs s ‘5'25}
az tu farmud u ba  ast dad-a aqgelana dzawab-e ke did isa waqt-e
from 2s declare.pST 3s to is give.PST-PART wisely answer-REL that see.PST Jesus time-REL
B 55 o CJTJ?- =S J§:‘° ol 3 A G y9d s plast
az na-me-kard dzur?at kas-e digar an az bad nest-i dur xuda  padfah-i-je
from NEG-MI-do.PST courage person-INDEF other that from after is.not-2s far God king-NOM-EZ
bu-kun-ad sawal-e  isa

SUBJ-do-3s question-INDEF Jesus
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